Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.166; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.9.
)-HÁ Á Á interactions.
Related literature
For potential applications and utility of the title compound as a synthetic intermediate, see : Kharasch et al. (1965) ; Horiuchi et al. (2008) ; Amine & Chen (2008) ; Eaton (2008) ; Peters & Friedrichsen (1995) ; Segura & Martín (1999) . For the synthesis and related crystal structures, see: Maier et al., (1969) ; Maeyama & Yonezawa (2003) ; Brown & Levy (1979) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 C-HÁ Á Á interaction geometry (Å , ).
C-HÁ Á Á C-H HÁ Á Á CÁ Á Á C-HÁ Á Á ode active material layer in battery applications (Horiuchi et al., (2008) ), as a stabilizing additive in non-aqueous electrolytes (Amine & Chen, (2008) ), and as a voltage stabilizer within the insulating layer of power cables (Eaton, (2008) ). The title compound, an o-terphenyl derivative, is a potentially interesting synthetic intermediate leading to novel isobenzofuran (Peters & Friedrichsen, (1995) ) and/or quinodimethane (Segura & Martín, (1999) ) species and was first prepared in 1969 (Maier et al., (1969) ). The synthesis of o-terphenyl derivatives was recently reviewed (Maeyama & Yonezawa, (2003) ). A crystal structure of unsubstituted o-terphenyl has been published (Brown & Levy, (1979) ).
The asymmetric unit of (I) contains two molecules (Fig. 1) . The relative rotations of the phenyl substituents at C4 and C5 are influenced by a pair of stabilizing intramolecular C(aryl, sp 2 )-H···π interactions involving one ortho hydrogen atom on each phenyl substituent and one π bond associated with the ipso carbon of the other phenyl substituent (Fig. 2) . The atoms of closest contact (H ortho -C ipso ) are separated by 2.784 Å (Table 1 ). An MM2 force field minimization for a single molecule in a vacuum places the same two atoms 2.80 Å apart indicating that the molecular conformation within the crystal lattice is little influenced by packing forces. There are, e.g., no significant π-π interactions in the crystal structure.
Weaker intermolecular CH···π interactions involving both methyl substituents and π bonds on adjacent molecules help to define the spacing between molecules in the crystal structure ( 
The title compound was prepared as illustrated in Fig. 5 . An oven-dried glass pressure vessel containing a magnetic stir bar was charged with palladium(II) acetate (0.034 g, 0.152 mmol), 1,2-dibromo-4,5-dimethylbenzene (2 g, 7.58 mmol), 2-dicyclohexylphosphino-2',6'-dimethoxybiphenyl (0.124 g, 0.303 mmol), phenylboronic acid (2.77 g, 22.7 mmol) and powdered, anhydrous potassium phosphate (11.26 g, 53.0 mmol). Dry THF (20 ml) was added and N 2 gas was bubbled through the resulting mixture for 15 min. The glass pressure vessel was sealed with a Teflon cap and heated at 75 °C for 20 h with stirring. The reaction mixture was allowed to cool to room temperature after which the mixture was diluted with diethyl ether (30 ml) and washed with water three times. The organic layer was dried over magnesium sulfate and concentrated at Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure showing the crystallographic labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are shown as spheres of arbitrary radii. 
